
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME TO GROW GROUPS AT PLATTE WOODS! 
 

You have made a courageous decision to dive deeper into 

your faith and GROW closer to God. These materials are designed 

to help guide you either for personal devotion or, ideally, in 

conversation with others. It is our hope that you can invite friends, 

family, or neighbors so that you can GROW together!  

These materials were created to be adapted and shared. 

What does that mean? They should be used to fit your personal 

needs and the needs of the group. This isn’t a task to be completed; 

rather, this is a guide to bring additional insight into your life. It’s 

another voice to encourage you as you learn and grow as a follower 

of Jesus.  

This journey, and these resources, are not meant to be kept 

private. In fact, we want you to share them with others! Matthew 

5:16 tells us to “let your light shine before others, so that they may 

see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” With 

you, we believe that sharing these resources will reach people we 

never dreamed of reaching. We hope that everyone would know the 

comfort of community and the fullness of God’s love! 

– The Pastors at Platte Woods Church 

 
TIPS FOR YOUR GROW GROUP 

 
As a host, you want everyone to have the best possible 

experience in a Grow Group and we realize when people get 

together it can be a bit messy. Everyone has different 

experiences, backgrounds, and understandings of God and the 

world around us. Here are some helpful tips for your group! 

1. Check in with each other. Make time each session to check 

in as a group. Lead this by sharing “highs” and “lows”, using 

a scale of 1 to 10, or another fun method. It is suggested to 

do this before your group dives into the material. 

2. Pray for one another. The group that prays together grows 

together! Prayer opens our hearts and expands our world. 

When we pray, we increase our compassion and empathy for 

one another; groups will have disagreements along the way 

and prayer helps us overcome those barriers. 

3. Be concise. Healthy groups create space for one another. 

One of the best things you can do is listen. Make sure not to 

overshare which may cause others to feel they don't belong. 

4. Communicate regularly. A simple message of, “I hope you 

have a great week!” goes a long way. Think about how your 

group would like to communicate. You can use a group text 

messaging app, email, or create a Facebook group. Regular 

communication has a big impact.  

5. Meet regularly. Our recommendation is to meet weekly or 

bi-weekly. Don’t worry if your group needs to take a break. 

Schedule it in and come back when the group is ready!  

6. Share your needs. The pastors and staff at Platte Woods 

Church are here to serve you. If there are questions that 

need further exploration or a major need comes up, we want 

to know about it! 



 

 
Week 1 – Comin’ in Hot! – To Guide and Protect 

 
Fire serves as powerful symbolism and imagery throughout the 
Bible. This week, consider welcoming fire into your time together: 
light a candle, gather around a bonfire, or use a device to play an 
online video of a virtual fireplace. 
 

OPENER 
Share a fond memory you have around a fire. 
 
FOCUS TEXT – Deuteronomy 4:12 (CEB) 
12The Lord spoke to you out of the very fire itself. You heard the 
sound of words, but you didn’t see any form. There was only a voice. 
 
ADDITIONAL TEXTS 

• Exodus 3 

• Exodus 13 

• Deuteronomy 4 
 

GROUP DISCUSSION  

• Have you ever spent an extended period of time by just 
candlelight? Why? What was it like? 

• What does it mean to you that fire protects? 
 

TAKEAWAY 
God uses fire to guide and protect, especially so for the Israelites in 
the Old Testament. God uses so many things in your life still for your 
guidance and protection whether we realize it or not. Ask God to 
open your eyes to illuminate the ways in which you are protected 
and led on your life journey. 
 
PRAYER 
Original Flame, you have given us a spirit of fire. You lead me to 
follow in your ways and you protect me along the journey. Thank you 
for the ways you use your flame to illuminate my life. Give me the 
courage to follow you, God. Amen.  
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Week 2 – Comin’ in Hot! – To Judge and Purify 
 
Welcome fire into your space this week. Take some time as a group 
to plan ahead for your next gathering to see if you want to try 
something new, such as meeting only by candlelight. 
 
OPENER 
If there were to be an eternal flame to remember you after you’re 
gone, where would it be? 
 
FOCUS TEXT – 1 Corinthians 3:12-13 (CEB) 
12So, whether someone builds on top of the foundation with gold, 
silver, precious stones, wood, grass, or hay, 13each one’s work will 
be clearly shown. The day will make it clear, because it will be 
revealed with fire—the fire will test the quality of each one’s work.  
 
ADDITIONAL TEXTS 

• Numbers 11:1-3 

• Hebrews 12:25-29 
 

GROUP DISCUSSION  

• Where have you experienced fire purifying and making space 
for things that are good? 

• Fire has often been associated with imagery of hell. What 
have you heard about this? How do you feel about it? 

• What in your life would you say needs to be “purified”? 
 

TAKEAWAY 
Fire’s purifying power makes room for new growth in the forest, 
creates the possibility to form diamonds out of coal, and leads to 
stunning creations in glass and metal work. Though the heat and 
pressure feel intense, God can create good and new life. 
 
PRAYER 
Flame of Creation, your imagination is far beyond what I can see or 
experience. Give me strength to trust your process, no matter the 
temperature. I want my life to look more like you. Amen. 
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Week 3 – Comin’ in Hot! – To Empower and Ignite 
 
Spend some time this week making plans to gather as a group this 
summer outside of your normal meeting time. Could you gather 
around a campfire one evening, or grill out together? Dream your 
excitement to celebrate the relationships that you have made. 
 
OPENER 
Would you rather have the power to start fires on demand or 
extinguish flames on demand? 

 

FOCUS TEXT – Luke 3:16 (CEB) 
16John replied to them all, “I baptize you with water, but the one who 
is more powerful than me is coming. I’m not worthy to loosen the 
strap of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  
 
ADDITIONAL TEXTS 

• Acts 2 
 
GROUP DISCUSSION  

• Have you heard the phrase “baptized by fire”? What does 
that mean to you? 

• What evidence have you seen in someone’s life that made 
you think they were ignited and empowered by the Spirit? 

• What part of your life could use some flames from the Spirit? 
 

TAKEAWAY 
The passion and love of Christ lives within each of us through the 
Spirit that we received on Pentecost. You have been created and 
called for an important purpose, equipped and ignited by the Holy 
Spirit to live on fire for and with God. 
 
PRAYER 
Spark of Life, you are all that I need to live a life set ablaze for you. I 

want to follow your Spirit and join you in the transformation of your 

world. Guide me, protect me, purify me, and keep my heart on fire 

for your creation, fueled by your love. Thank you, God. Amen. 
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