
 

 
Saturday/Sunday, 1/25-1/26/20 
“Dare to Dream” 
The Struggle Is Real 
Genesis 32:22-32 (CEB) 
Jacob got up during the night, took his two wives, his two women servants, and his eleven sons, 
and crossed the Jabbok River’s shallow water. He took them and everything that belonged to 
him, and he helped them cross the river. But Jacob stayed apart by himself, and a man wrestled 
with him until dawn broke. When the man saw that he couldn’t defeat Jacob, he grabbed Jacob’s 
thigh and tore a muscle in Jacob’s thigh as he wrestled with him. The man said, “Let me go 
because the dawn is breaking.” 
 
But Jacob said, “I won’t let you go until you bless me.” 
 
He said to Jacob, “What’s your name?” and he said, “Jacob.” Then he said, “Your name won’t be 
Jacob any longer, but Israel, because you struggled with God and with men and won.” 
 
Jacob also asked and said, “Tell me your name.” 
 
But he said, “Why do you ask for my name?” and he blessed Jacob there. Jacob named the 
place Peniel, “because I’ve seen God face-to-face, and my life has been saved.” The sun rose as 
Jacob passed Penuel, limping because of his thigh. Therefore, Israelites don’t eat the tendon 
attached to the thigh muscle to this day, because he grabbed Jacob’s thigh muscle at the 
tendon. 
 
 
Monday, 1/27/20 
Author: Bridget Coughlin 
Isaiah 41:10 (CEB) 
Don’t fear, because I am with you; 
 don’t be afraid, for I am your God. 
 I will strengthen you, 
 I will surely help you; 
 I will hold you 
 with my righteous strong hand. 
  



 

• January is a time of resolutions. Most often they center on more exercise, losing weight, 
getting organized, or improving money management. These are all great goals. But I 
wonder if we miss the opportunity to consider what might make the upcoming year the 
most successful it can be.  

• Our almost 3-year-old grandson has started demanding autonomy. He no longer wants 
adult intervention. Before he even begins a task, he will turn to me and say, “No, Baba 
(my grandma name). I do it!” This behavior is age-appropriate and will serve him well in 
his maturation process. Besides, his preemptive response is just darn cute!  

• There is a time, however, when I hope he recognizes that he can turn to God before he 
begins any endeavor and ask for guidance. How do we, as adults, handle this? Do we 
ask for God’s direction before we start something or after we get into a mess?  

• As 2020 marches on, perhaps we can resolve to not say “I do it” to God but ask him to be 
a part of every decision we make.  

 
Prayer: Dear Lord, remind us that we have a willing leader and encourager in You. Help us to 
recognize when we allow our independent pride to be in control, instead of you. Forgive us and 
instill in us a contrite heart. 
 
 
Tuesday, 1/28/20 
Author: Gary Mountz 
Acts 2:43 (CEB) 
A sense of awe came over everyone. God performed many wonders and signs through the 
apostles. 
 
“And awe came upon every soul ... ”; “Everyone was filled with awe ... ” (Acts 2:43) Awe: 
“Astonishment”; “Almost unexplainable well-being”; “Stunned with overwhelming appreciation.”  
 
What had happened? Ah, it was the day of Pentecost, a holy day in the Jewish year. Pentecost 
means “50 days.” It signifies that amount of time from the beginning of the Passover (from the 
Israelites being safely set free from Egypt by the blood of a sheep sacrifice being smeared on 
sides of the door leading into their houses) to that Holy Day of celebration. Pentecost was the 
final day of the harvest and a time of worship of God with praise, with thanksgivings, for the 
harvest He gave them.  
 
Well, on this Pentecost God showed up, literally, sending the Holy Spirit, the very Spirit of God to 
indwell each one of those who believed in and were followers of Jesus Christ. This is THE 
signature work of God distinguishing the New Age from the Old Testament Age. God spoke 
through Ezekiel promising, “I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. 
Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart 
of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit with you ... ” (36:25-27). 
The very source of God’s life is transplanted to now be my/all believers’ source of life! Therefore, 
Awe filled each one at the graciousness of God.  
 
How can this be? Something outside of me entered into my life with such force and clarity so that 
I was actually changed to the core of my being. Spiritual things were no longer another part of 
my complex life – they became my life. Nothing was untouched. Nothing remained the status quo 
yet everything was new, although I was still the same person with life continuing along externally 
as though nothing had happened. Glorious! I could see all things with new eyes. Caught up with 
the LORD, I was attached to Him in a whole new way; complete and wonderful.  
 



 

Awe is not some unique, special feeling assigned to super saints, you know, like a pastor or a 
prophet, priest, a Mother Theresa or Billy Graham, it is a part of the inheritance of the children of 
god. Those born into the family of God, through personally coming to Jesus, embracing Him as 
their Savior, being embraced by Him as saints and sons. And we without reservation accept your 
open-armed invitation to come to Him, forgiven by His sacrifice of Himself on that Calvary cross. 
This alone creates Awe. Worship flowing with joy and peace, life and love, freedom and 
obedience, excitement and tranquility. Like a dam has been blown away and that reservoir of 
love to God, worship, praise and thanksgivings that was pent up within as a part of my creation in 
His Image, rushes forth to Him.  
 
Prayer: Father, we do rejoice, we praise you for the gift of your Spirit, your very life in us. Jesus 
you are so kind to take our place on that cross, dying in our stead, forgiving us and putting us at 
peace with our Father. And then, beyond receiving us back and calling us your own, you took us 
where the saints of old only dreamed of, into a family with your Spirit in each of your followers. 
You are perfect in all your works and we realize that your works and plans include us in this holy 
state of being with you and so we too are in Awe, in Awe of you. You take our breath away. 
Bless you LORD.  
 
 
Wednesday, 1/29/20 
Worship Wednesday  
“Holy, Holy, Holy” 
Every Wednesday we look at a modern worship song or traditional hymn as a community. We 
hope this song will add an element of worship to your devotion life. Songs have a way of getting 
into your bones and giving words to a situation you may be facing or a mountaintop moment you 
are experiencing. There will be a link to the song and some of the scripture references used in 
the song as well as the lyrics. We hope you will listen to the song with the lyrics in front of you. If 
there is a part that sticks out to you, read that part aloud. Let that part of the song be your prayer 
for the morning.  
 
Isaiah 6:3 (CEB) 
They shouted to each other, saying: 
 
“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of heavenly forces! 
All the earth is filled with God’s glory!” 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AgHrNNM23p8  
  
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee  
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty God in three persons Blessed Trinity!  
Holy, holy, holy Though the darkness hide thee Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not 
see  
Only Thou art holy, There is none beside Thee perfect in power, in love and purity.  
Holy, holy, holy Lord God Almighty Oh thy works shall praise Thy name In earth and sky and sea  
Holy, holy, holy Merciful and mighty God in three persons Blessed Trinity  
oh God in three persons Blessed Trinity!  
  
Holy, Holy, Holy lyrics © Word Music LLC, S.I.A.E. Direzione Generale, Brickman Songs, Dayspring Music LLC, Neil A 

Kjos Music Company, Jrm Music, Dunamis Music, WORD MUSIC, LLC, NEW SPRING PUBLISHING INC, 
DAYSPRING MUSIC, LLC, UNIVERSAL TUNES, A.D.O. SONGS OF UNIVERS, UNIVERSAL MUSIC MGB SONGS 

OBO BIRDWING MUSIC 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AgHrNNM23p8


 

Thursday, 1/30/20 
Author: Jennifer Smith 
John 16:33 (CEB) 
I’ve said these things to you so that you will have peace in me. In the world you have distress. 
But be encouraged! I have conquered the world.” 
 

• When someone you love is hurting, it’s difficult to watch from the sidelines. Prayer is 
critical but I admit it often times doesn’t feel enough. Part of the issue is you may know 
what might help lessen the hurt but they are the one who has to walk the walk. You 
cannot do it for them.  

• This is often times how I assume God views us. How many times do we do things that 
hurt him and ourselves? He can work on us but until we accept that open invitation 
willingly and freely, the hurt continues.   

• Friends, Christ Jesus paid the price to remove our sins so we would be able to be in 
relationship with him always. He wants us to unload our burdens on him and reach out. 
He can bear our pain but he can’t bear our absence. Turn to him and be at peace amidst 
the storms of life. Through surrendering, we receive ultimate strength in the power of his 
mighty name.  

 
Prayer: Dear heavenly father, in turning to you and unloading our burdens, you’ve promised to 
be with us through any storm. While we can’t avoid the storm, we can go into it knowing with you 
by our side, we will make it through. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
 
Friday, 1/31/20 
Scripture Fridays  
“Hebrews 2” 
Every Friday, we read a section of scripture together. There is a larger section of reading for 
these days. We believe immersion in scripture changes people from the inside out. On Fridays 
we hope you spend your time reading the section, knowing that our entire community is reading 
scripture together. If you cannot get through the whole section, that is totally fine! Read it in one 
sitting, read it throughout the week, read it any time you have free time. Any reading will be a gift 
to your spiritual life. Each week you will receive the next chapter of the scripture for your 
personal reading. We will provide you with the CEB translation. We hope you will continue to ask 
the questions: What? What is the scripture saying? No, really, what did it actually say? So what? 
Why is this important? What does it reveal about God? Now what? The Bible is a book of action. 
What is your action? May God bless this reading each week. 
 
Hebrews 2 (CEB) 
 
Listen to the Son’s message 
 
This is why it’s necessary for us to pay more attention to what we have heard, or else we may 
drift away from it. 2 If the message that was spoken by angels was reliable, and every offense 
and act of disobedience received an appropriate consequence, 3 how will we escape if we ignore 
such a great salvation? It was first announced through the Lord, and then it was confirmed by 
those who heard him. 4 God also vouched for their message with signs, amazing things, various 
miracles, and gifts from the Holy Spirit, which were handed out the way he wanted. 
 
  



 

Jesus is the enthroned human being 
 
5 God didn’t put the world that is coming (the world we are talking about) under the angels’ 
control. 6 Instead, someone declared somewhere, 
 
What is humanity that you think about them? 
 Or what are the human beings that you care about them? 
7 For a while you made them lower than angels. 
 You crowned the human beings with glory and honor. 
8 You put everything under their control. 
 
When he puts everything under their control, he doesn’t leave anything out of control. But right 
now, we don’t see everything under their control yet. 9 However, we do see the one who was 
made lower in order than the angels for a little while — it’s Jesus! He’s the one who is now 
crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of his death. He suffered death so that he 
could taste death for everyone through God’s grace. 
 
Qualified to be a high priest 
 
10 It was appropriate for God, for whom and through whom everything exists, to use experiences 
of suffering to make perfect the pioneer of salvation. This salvation belongs to many sons and 
daughters whom he’s leading to glory. 11 This is because the one who makes people holy and the 
people who are being made holy all come from one source. That is why Jesus isn’t ashamed to 
call them brothers and sisters when he says, 
 
12 I will publicly announce your name to my brothers and sisters. 
 I will praise you in the middle of the assembly. 
 
13 He also says, 
 
I will rely on him. 
 
And also, 
 
Here I am with the children whom God has given to me. 
 
14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, he also shared the same things in the 
same way. He did this to destroy the one who holds the power over death — the devil — by 
dying. 15 He set free those who were held in slavery their entire lives by their fear of death. 16 Of 
course, he isn’t trying to help angels, but rather he’s helping Abraham’s descendants. 17 

Therefore, he had to be made like his brothers and sisters in every way. This was so that he 
could become a merciful and faithful high priest in things relating to God, in order to wipe away 
the sins of the people. 18 He’s able to help those who are being tempted, since he himself 
experienced suffering when he was tempted. 
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